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Dur Nebraska Citizens:
Fiue months ago, I awointed 52 Nebraskans lo the Energy

Poliot Council aid asked for their hdp in fashioning an

enuAt stralegv for our state. Since that time, Council
neihers hsui-spnt cou ntless hours d iscussing ener gy pol icy
with citizens across the state.

What folluos is a summary of the Council's work thus far:
a wide range of ideas for energy conxraation, altertate energy
sources and a aariety of other bsuu related to a comprehen-

siae energy policy. I commend the Council's efforts and I
encoura[e their continued commitment through the rmtain-
ins tasks ahad.-Duing 

the next fatt weeks, Nebraskans ztill haae the

opporlunihl to comment on the many ideas contained in this
diaft. Soie are undoubtedly contrwersial; some will require
tax dollars and must be considred in the oauall context of the

state budget; some may be in aarious stages of implementation
alreaav.

As-l formulate mu own response lo these idus, I look

forusard to huring iro. p"opie acrott the state. I am inter-
ested in rlour thoughts about uhich idus are the most impor-
tant to iddress, wiether their implemntation is t'usible and
informat bn concu ning actiz;ity cunc nlly u ndmtay.

I iruite you to attenid one of the publk hearings lbted on

the back of this summary, or smd your comments to the

Nebraska Energy Ofue. Your comments and idus are

important. Pleaselet mehur from you!

W hy dou Nrbrrska need a compreltensiue Enugy Policy
Plan? The opponunity to answer that question has been a

challenge for the Energy Policy Council. CounciL manbers
met this challenge by shaing their energy experience and
knowledge, which haoe buome an integral part of this plan.

Nebraskans also rcsponded to this challenge duing a series

of 15 regiorcl meetings. Thex meetings were held to receiz.te

comments on the Council's first draft of the plan. The recom-

mendations and suggestions from the public were iwaluable
and caue the Council excellcnt direction.

ihe staff of the Energy Office qnided inaaluable support
and informatinn to thz Council. The Energy Ofice brcame the

library of infurmation for use by the Council members.
Without this extensiae data base, the Council would haue been

unable to create thb plan.
Building on the foundntbn established by Nebraska's

erwgy supplias, utilitics, agencia, and the Tblic's participa'
tion , the Council's work will establish a xt of strategic
objectiaes to guide policy decisions in the critical aru of
energy. But this is only a first step! Our course ztill change

often wer the coming duades as nan technologies anerge.
We must be prepred to adapt to a rapidly-changing future.

The shaded areas in thk summary identify policy state'
ments reflecting werall goals and concepts. Following the
policy statanents are a series of recommendations or options
which could be implemented to achieae the major objectiaes.

Once the publb hcarings are completed , the Council will
meet to finnlin the recommendatiots to be made to Gwernor
Nelson. The Energy Poliry Council has made a substantial
contribution to meeting one of the most important challmges
we face. Plan to attend a public meeting. This is an impor-
tant opportunity for all Nebrasl<ars to be a pafi of deciding the

future ofenergy in our state. Our efficient use of energy may
well detetmine our succcs in the world marketplace.

Sincuely,
Ben Nelson
Gwernor

Sincaely,
Coninne Peilasen
Chair, Energy Policy Council

riculture
. Information on energy mving techniques and opportunities

should be disseminacd to the agxiculhnal seclor through a
variety of entities such as farm joumals, the Departrnent of
Agriculture, the Cooperative Extension Service, the Agicul-
tual Stabilization and Conservalion Service, Farmen Home

Administration, post-secondary institutions and agriculture-
relad organizations.












