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Dear Nebraska Citizens:

Five months ago, I appointed 52 Nebraskans to the Energy
Policy Council and asked for their help in fashioning an
energy strategy for our state. Since that time, Council
members have spent countless hours discussing energy policy
with citizens across the state.

What follows is a summary of the Council’s work thus far:
a wide range of ideas for energy conservation, alternate energy
sources and a variety of other issues related to a comprehen-
sive energy policy. Icommend the Council’s efforts and 1
encourage their continued commitment through the remain-
ing tasks ahead.

During the next few weeks, Nebraskans will have the
opportunity to comment on the many ideas contained in this
draft. Some are undoubtedly controversial; some will require
tax dollars and must be considered in the overall context of the
state budget; some may be in various stages of implementation
already.

As I formulate my own response to these ideas, I look
forward to hearing from people across the state. Iam inter-
ested in your thoughts about which ideas are the most impor-
tant to address, whether their implementation is feasible and
information concerning activity currently underway.

1 invite you to attend one of the public hearings listed on
the back of this summary, or send your comments to the
Nebraska Energy Office. Your comments and ideas are
important. Please let me hear from you!

Sincerely,
Ben Nelson
Governor

ka does Nebraska need a comprehensive Energy Policy
Plan? The opportunity to answer that question has been a
challenge for the Energy Policy Council. Council members
met this challenge by sharing their energy experience and
knowledge, which have become an integral part of this plan.

Nebraskans also responded to this challenge during a series
of 15 regional meetings. These meetings were held to receive
comments on the Council’s first draft of the plan. The recom-
mendations and suggestions from the public were invaluable
and gave the Council excellent direction.

The staff of the Energy Office provided invaluable support
and information to the Council. The Energy Office became the
library of information for use by the Council members.
Without this extensive data base, the Council would have been
unable to create this plan.

Building on the foundation established by Nebraska's

| energy suppliers, utilities, agencies, and the public’s participa-
gy supp 8 P p P

tion, the Council’s work will establish a set of strategic
objectives to guide policy decisions in the critical area of
energy. But this is only a first step! Our course will change
often over the coming decades as new technologies emerge.
We must be prepared to adapt to a rapidly-changing future.

The shaded areas in this summary identify policy state-
ments reflecting overall goals and concepts. Following the
policy statements are a series of recommendations or options
which could be implemented to achieve the major objectives.

Once the public hearings are completed, the Council will
meet to finalize the recommendations to be made to Governor
Nelson. The Energy Policy Council has made a substantial
contribution to meeting one of the most important challenges
we face. Plan to attend a public meeting. This is an impor-
tant opportunity for all Nebraskans to be a part of deciding the
future of energy in our state. Our efficient use of energy may
well determine our success in the world marketplace.

Sincerely,
Corrinne Pedersen
Chair, Energy Policy Council

rgest and most diverse
orts should be made to

Agriculture

‘energy efficlency and conservation

cts of the agricultural sector.

» Information on energy saving techniques and opportunities
should be disseminated to the agricultural sector through a
variety of entities such as farm journals, the Department of
Agriculture, the Cooperative Extension Service, the Agricul-
tural Stabilization and Conservation Service, Farmers Home
Administration, post-secondary institutions and agriculture-
related organizations.



















