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A Message from Governor Orr

Welcome ‘

Welcome (o the first issue of Nebravka Energy Quar
terly! This is a new publication of the Nebraska Energy
Office, The Nebraska Energy Quarterly will bring you
mformation about energy projects, facts aboul our cnergy
use and tips for using less energy in our homes and busi-
TEsses,

This newsletter is designed 1o discuss Nebraskans
energy concerns, Although it's a fact that we have lower
encrgy prices than almost every other state, we still need to

use our energy resources wisely, Increasing our energy
elficiency will help secure the state’s energy fulure and
enhance (he compettiveness of our cconomy,

S0 look inside and
vou'll find news on the items
listed in the box below, This
newsletter is for you, so we |
are eager to learn how we
can serve you best, Write or
call the Energy Office with
suggestions for articles,

ENergy NCws In Your area or
comments about the Ouar-
terly. We want o hear from
you!

Kay A. Orr,
Governor
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New construction jobs..,
Energy Saving
Building
Improvement Training
in Central Nebraska

Mid-Nebraska Community Services of Keamey is
using Nebraska Energy Office oil overcharge funds 1o train
displaced ag-related workers to become encrgy conserva-
tion contraclors. Mid-Nebraska will also operate a public
awarcness campaign in Buffalo County to encourage encrgy
savings in homes, businesscs and governmental buildings,

Local Economic Impact

These activitics began in April and will conlinue until
Seplember of next year, Former ag workers will develop
jub skills and new career opporiunities. ‘The resulting lowal
construction will stimulate demand for dollar and energy
saving building improvements and reduce the flow of
cnergy dollars from the local economy.

Trainees may reccive up to 700 hours of classroom and
hands-on practice installing insulation, weathersiripping,
storm windows and doors and other improvements in
residential, commercial or povernmental buildings. The
trainees also learn small business management skills from
Central Community College. According 1o Robert Briseno,
program manager, "Trainees will lcarn everything an energy
conservation contractor should know,™

October Opportunity

Mid-Nebraska is currently recruiting applicants for
future sessions. Applicants must meet certain eligibility
criteria. Accepted trainees receive a stipend of $4.50 per
hour of training. The next session begins in October.

Mid-Nebraska Community Services is also looking for
persons who would like to have energy improvements made
to their residential, commercial or governmental buildings
located in or around Keamey, ‘The buildings will be
selected on the basis of their appropriateness as a leaming
tool for the students. The building owner must pay for the
weatherization malcrials but all labor will be provided free
of charge. 1f you are interested in enrolling in this program
or having your building weatherized, contact Robert
Briseno at Mid-Nebraska Community Services, 16 West
11th Street, Kearney, Nehraska, or call (308) 237-2005.




$4.5 Million is Waiting

Grants and
0% Interest Loans
for Public Schools

The Energy Office’s School Weatherizalion Program
offers Minancing o public schools to identify and implement
encrgy projects. ‘The program offers both grants and loans,

Grants

Schools can apply for grants of up 1o $2,500 per
building 1o hire a registerad engineer or enginear/architect
team to conduct an energy use study of the building, This
study will identily actual dollar and encrgy saving opportu-
nities and supply the school district with the cost estimates
and projected energy savings.

Since the Energy Office began making study grants in
1985, 106 school districts have received grants for 153
buildings, Grants are awarded monthly and about 200,000
15 currently available. The latest grant recipients are Wood
Lake (82,500}, Loup County ($10,000), Wheatland in
Madrid (510,000) and Diller ($5,000],

Zero Interest Loans

Mo interast Joans to school districts are also available to
make dollar and encrgy saving huilding improvements. The
unly limitation ix that the maximum amount of any loan
cannot exceed one-hall of the estimated energy dollar
savings realized within 14 vears. This allows the school
district w share in hall of the encrey daollar savings (o fund
other needs, while repaying its no interest loan.

Mo interest loans may be used to cover the cost of all
clements ol 8 project — identileation, design, implementa-
tion and work oversight.

To date, the Energy Office has loaned approximately
$3.5 million 1o 58 school districts © make improvements in
103 buildings. School districts may appply for loans at any
time, with loans approved in 45 days. Approximately 54.5
million is curmently available. The mosl recenl loan recipi-
ents are Omaha District #66 ($85,988), Wakefield
($12,732), Cedar Rapids (318,433}, Axtell (313,300)) and
Paxton (S2,871).

Any energy consarvalion project reducing energy use
or resulting in a more efficient use of energy resources can
be funded. Most of the work done o date has been tradi-
tional — window and lighting modifications; modifications
or the replacement of heating and cooling systems; sysiem
controls, such as auiomalic lmers, thenmostals and encrgy
management systems; and insulation of pipes, boilers, roofs,
poal covers, ceiling fans and motor replacements.

Beyond saving a school district tax dallars, the im-
provements can enhance student and teacher comfort and

Cumtinueel uf boiioen of rgh! colenn

Dialing for Savings

Toll-Free Hot Line
Answers Your
Energy Questions

There's a place you can go for answers 1o your encrpy
conservation and renewable energy questions...the National
Appropriate Technology Assislance Service or NATAS |

MATAS offers lechoical information and assistance on
encrgy conservialion and renewahble energy technologies,
such as

| types of insulation 1o use in your attic
W advice about improving the efficiency of a church's
furnace

@ lroohleshoting a moisture problem in a well-

insulated office building

m solutions o ventilation probilems for 1 home builder

B the cost-clTecliveness of a solar water heating

System.

Four Types of Specialists
Information Specialists answer the toll-free telephone
lines and respond to requests with information ailored (o
your particular situaion,

B Technical Specialists analyze questions and discuss
individual technical needs.

B Resource Specialists review current lierature and
nelwork with ather government programs o provide up-1o
date, relevant information.

B Buziness Specialists evaluate encrgy projects,
services and products amd suggest innovative financing and
marketing echniques.

Help for Businesses

B map a strategy for marketing an energy-related

invention

W assess a weatherization company’s business plan

W suggrest inancing oplicns for a copeneration

installation.

NATAS® services are available at no cost o evervone
in the United States. Call (800) 425-2525 weekdays
between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. Central Time. Sorry, the service
i nol available on weekends or [ederal holidays, Or you
can write NATAS, U5, Department of Energy, P.O. Box
2523, Butte, MT 39702-25235,

Their specialists are wailing.

Combinasd Trorm Lfl codamn

add 1o the school's appearance and longevity.
IT you are in interesied in the Schis] Wealherization
Program, contact John Osterman in the Energy Office.




Keep rolling, rolling, rolling...

More Miles per Gallon

Whani 1o [ee] sceure that you're doing your best to
profect the earth's environment? Want to know how o
reduce your ransportation costs? The Nebraska Encrypy
Office can help.

Chur fifleen page booklet, “Transporaton,” shows you
specific techniques 1o get the most miles out of a gallon of
gasoline. Want to know how much money Nebraskans spend
ot Lransporiation, and how much of that they could easily
redirect into other goods and services? The booklet tells you.

The booklet suggesis ways nadividualy can reduce their
imnsportation energy cosis, and suggesis
projects that organizations and comimu-
nities can do o increase the energy
efficieney of their members, Projects
such as wsed oil recyeling, minivans and
high mileage vehicles are discussed.
Ways to organize and implement these
projects are included i the bookleL.

For your free copy, just write Lo the
Encrgy Office.

Least Cost
Purchasing

Many Recommendations

Public Buildings
Task Force Reports
Findings

The Nebraska Public Buildings Energy Program task
force recently completed a study aimed at assisting pablic
buildings operators increase the energy elfliciency of ax

supported institutions. The task force recommended a range

of options including development of energy management
skills and financing opuons for building improvements.

The task force’s work was underwritten with a
5222562 grant from the TLS, Depariment of Enenzy. The
grant was for the planning and development of programs o
make energy improvements in institutional buildings such
as schools, hospilals and local and siale government
buildings., The task force's program and financing options
are currently under review.

Do Tt Yourself Encergy Calculations

The Energy OfMee also developed an encrpy caleula-
tion handbook and sofrware for building operators to figure
their own energy savings and a computer program to
ﬂ]}l’.‘.l’.‘;l.]‘.:. o Ti}".-'Ul\"iTiE ]L‘IHTI I‘umI fur Ii_'.l'l[:TE}" il'l'lpﬁ_'l'n."i‘.-[Tii.‘.T'llH ifl
public schools, For more informaton or a copy of the task
force report, contact Allison Meyer at the Energy Office.

Four-Part Series to Start on NETV
Friday, October 14 at 9:00 p.m.

Fueling the Future

For each caloric of foad energy we consume, at least
len limes #s much energy was needed o produce it and
bring it to our table. This is just one of the starling
statistics on energy consumplion brought to light in Fucling
the Futnre, a four-part serics, airing statewide on NETV
slations starting Friday, October 14 at 9:00 pan. Subse-
quent programs will air on the next three Fridays at the
same time. Hodding Carter, a regular participant on
Niphtline and The MeNeiliLehrer NewsHouwr, is host.

The automobile, suburbia, modem apricoliure and
disposable products have all brought about a remendous
shifl in the way Americans use enargy, Fucling the Future
considers the impacts of these changes and their implica-
tions for the vears ahead. The scrics delves beneath the
usual concerns about eneney technologies, economics and
politics to examine the fundamental values and expectations
that determine our patterns of energy use. Conservation is
explored, not simply as a matler of cutting back, but as a
ereative approach to change our consumption patterns and
enable us to do more with less,

Each program eaamines how our curment energy
habits were shapad by the pursuit of certain economic and
social lreedoms. Tn the long run, these pursuits have had
profound consequences on the nation’s energy picture.

For example, Americans love the (recdom of
movement afferded by the automaohile, RBut ironically, the
car has made us hostages of the volaule world energy
siluation. “Hunning on Empty,” the first program, asks
whether America’s reliance on the automobile can he
sustained.

The second program, “No Place Like Home,”
looks at the energy demands of our homes and our commu-
nities and explores the links between these demands and our
overall quality of life. Suburhan living keeps us constantly
om the move between work and home, expending an
enormous amount of energy.

“Hot Wiring America’s Farms,” the third program,
examines the huge energy requircments of our food
privluction system—aon the farm, in processing and packag-
ing food and in transporiation w distant markets. The
program features several farmers who offer disturhing
accounts of health problems, soil erosion, water pollution
and financial difficulties that have resulted from this
energy-intensive system. “Hot Wiring America’s Farms”
looks ab whether widcspread adoption of @ less enerpry-
intensive approach could yield an affordable food supply.

The final program, “No Deposit, Mo Retarn,”
examines coerpy elficicney in the contex) of our mos)
tangible example of wasefulness—the nation’s burgeoning
garbage crisis.
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Millions of Dollars

$2 a Guide

Oil Overcharge Money  Energy Saving Guides

Givento
Nebraskans

Since the mid 1980s, Nebraska has received millions of
dollars as restitution for crude oil price control violations.

In 1986, the Nehraska Energy Olfice received approxi-
mately $15.5 million as result of a decision in United Srares
vy, Fxxon Corperation. That decision found Exxon liable
for overcharges on crude o1l sales made during the period of
lederal price controls between 1973 and 1981, Because it is
not practical (w track down small oil consumers who were
evercharged, the Court directed payments (o state govern-
ments in proportion o the consumption of petroleum
products in the slale used doring the period of price con-
tols. State government is responsible for providing indirect
restitution 1o the state’s consumers,

More Funds Coming

Mebraska has received several smaller oil overcharge
pgyments, and is scheduled to receive additional money as
the United States vs. Texaco and other cases are settled.

The federal court decisions which awarded these funds
set certan requirements lor their use. For example, the
benefits of the awards must be retumed 1o the public and the
funds must be used 10 achieve greater encrgy efficiency in
the state, The Energy Office has used these funds 1o
provide a varicty ol programs (see articles on pages 1 and 3)
 prowade indirect restituuon to all Nebraska energy con-
SUMIATS,

Direct Refunds

An opportunity has also been provided for larger
consumers to receive direct restitution for oil overcharges.
The U35, Department of Encrgy has set aside approximately
ER0 million dollars (o be given direcdy w individuals,
businesses and local governments that consumed a1 least
20,000 gallons of petrolewn products between 1971 and
1953, Relunds will be awarded at the rate of 58 per 10,000
rallons consumed,

By the end of June, Nebraskans had filed 5,318 claims
— the highest number of claims by any state. Claims
totaled 2,190,803 gallons, which could result in $1.7 million
dollars being refunded to Nebraskans., Nehraska state
government liled a claim for $204,000 for fuel used in state
vehicles and for crude o1l used on road resurfacing. The
deadline for submilting applications was June 30, 1988,

Six to Eight Months

Federal officials estimate it will take six o eight

months for a claimant to receive payment

Tuw Exencr CUARTERLY WAS PRINTED ON RECY CLED PAPER.

for Appliances

Energy prices are low now, but they won't stay that
way forever, Hefore you invest in appliances which will
consume energy for the next decade, get a copy of The Most
Energy-Effivient Appliances — 1988 Edition from the
American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy
(ACELE). It contains a bram] name listing of the top-rated
residential equipment on the U.S, market, including:

m relrigerators W room Eir condiioners

B frecrers | Dheat pumps

m dishwashers B water heaters

W clothes dryers m turmaces and boilers

@ central air condinoners

The ACEEE also has a 34-page educational guide,

| Saving Energy and Money With Home Appliances (co-
| produced with the Massachusetts Audubon Society) which

shows how ux

m idenufy the energy guzelers in many homes

m use apphiances more clficiently

B make cost-cffective purchasing decisions

The illustrated booklet is loaded with moncy-saving
tips. Detailed information is given for ten key appliances
cluding lighung products and cooking equipment.

Individual copies of cither booklet are available for 2
each from: ACEER, Suite 535, 1001 Connecticul Ave.,
NW, Washington, DC 20036, Reduced prices are gvailable
for orders of 25 copies ar more,
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